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Interesting items about the Yeide fwmlly; by Ray Nelde
Vodfrey Welde was a mai of graut etvength and the story is told that
e walkdug plow wae brolmun in ploughing up the sed and not wishing to
take ¢ team of horwss out of the fieid, ke wadked 1§ miler to Lalay
kansas bought a now oms hwisted 1% to e shoulders and walksd back

home with it. This story wse wrifisd by a neighbar 8 Mr abegard who

gave W¥side o 1LY fov several wilse ou hiz wagom when he found him
walling down the rosd.

Simee wie Uedfroy and Charles Weids!s were (orman Lmdgrants there
home was alusye cped % new imadgrants who cams from Qexmany . ihe large
farming operations 2ise needed meny hendl and weay of these peopla
workesd for Godfvey snd Cherlae Welde bersive sstting wp their own
operatisne, The wolter ressabers four -geurg mox who caxe from
Germary und stared in tie B Wedds fwelly untdl they could 2ind other
employsmist. ALl inombers of the Weide fundly were expected to be taught the

Germen language hrough the third geveration. So 1t happered when this

writsr sturtad th school &t the age of five years he lmew so little

Englisd that Le and the teachsr had difficelty uederstanding one

aoe anotker. During his college days this becams of great wslua gincs

he waz required W have three ywars of a forelign languags for s dggree
so he chose Uerran and he becams imown as “Imteh® keids on the Laker
campus for his lluency in that language. ALl services of the Lvangelical
Turkey Creck church were comducted in Germam and this writer can well
remember when iav, Rodewald read the first bnglish sermor on a Sumiay
evening in the yeer 1912, When the first English 5.8, class was oryanized

the older membire sheok their hnesds in afgway.
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Jou may renmbder ibat Yiarl Welds a brother of Gedfrey Weide sntiled
along Turkey Cmak thvon miiss to the Bsst. This mm and hig Sobs,
" Little Billy¥, augast, C.T. , and Custel ware koown as the abc.tdiag
Weldg's and at suvival wesings they were abd tholyr hesh, They would oas
tha alsglss ak;.mtiut.% Jweplog, hugplng oos anctbor ard glving free relgn
te their religious smibusiags, One night 21 & xeeting in the Turiay Creed
dugnet got hapye jnweed @ srd doip with smeh force thet the stawve piwes
came tusbling dewn, tlweeivg 820% &ll over iths churek, Meatiage had to
be closed for sevwsral svertings gatll the c}%m*g:h sunid ba cleancd up.

This wrider dess no$ remeber bis Orendfather very well dus to hia
deoath 4in sarly 1ifs but his wife becsms imown ss %hs prand lady €9 alld
menberw of that branch of the faxily. Har homs wes &lweys spoiless axd ahs
vas alwsyr ready to bhelp when trouble arcse. She took & groat pride in ail
af hor grandenildren, at (e time of hex desth, she livsd to be hearly
100 years of ass she had & grawdehdldren end many great grandchildrer.

After ths dosth of Charles Welids his brothep Frederick or Uncle Frits

&5 N6 Wa9 xnowR becpe the patdiareh of the wWelds cian, He was well known
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for his gend Judgemert ard his spighverls stiilbids, Wo ramsxber Wla best
as he rode wrounfl the conntzwﬂdm on ids black stalillop "Berwe .M, With
his full beard flying, he locked like ore of the prophete ight out of

the old testamunt.
William another brother «f Mrederick aml (harles was kncw: az uncla

Blly who lived at the hoadwatars of Owl CreeXk was ibe rsal shivapman of
the faaily and always ket larpe flocks of sheep untlil tie time of kis

death. Sheep shearing time uanally callsd for a
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meoting a2t his place iv »se who could shwer the most sheep in one day.
One of ¢he darge buildings which housed the largs flocks of sheep
which Godfrey and his scu Charles kept wae lknown ss the old sheep barn
Zor many yaars. This barn had twe drivewsye and & ten Loot stone wall
for & basemsnt in which sheey wers fed und kept during stormy ¥aalnar.
Scon afbar irds bern wes bulld a colony «of Bussisn Mennonites moved ..
inte & gotiloment Mnom ss Wikisellesm, Neving no zheliar iley wels. -
invited by the Woide's (o ues the barn as temporsry housing, At ons time
sixteer fardlies iive: in tha tops smd bottom of thiz barn, it was these
pooplowbo helped Godfrey Welds build the old scd house.

The cabin in which Jodfrsy Welde Jiwed when he came to Turksy Creek
was locsted on & 1i4tle mound on the morth hank of the cresk. On the
Scuth side of the cresl end to the wosl wers dense thicksis which were
used by the Osage fnmdiasuvs for sheltar from the winter starms, Godfrey
Weids was well known for his wbility e¢ & butcher am especially for the
saussge he made. The Ivdians would often cuam te the cshin door and beg
for Hoges-most as the termad it, Sipce it was during the winter monihs
that the tribes weuld spond & psrd of thels (xe makl.og weapons for thelr
runting expeditions, meny of these ariifscte were lsrft ai thelr
camp sitos, We picked ug pany «rrowheads snd ¢ven e batile ax while
holping slow the fiald sputh of tha creel. Unforiunstey thece were Lost
as our fawdly moved to anotder cormuniiy. Yo would bope trat other
menbers of tie famdiy wiil sosetims taks timwout to add to these stories

snd keep the history of tikisz family for another gemeration,
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